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COLLECTIVE WISDOM
A Message From Ray Cronin - AHIA President

Happy and Safe New Year to all; one 
could be forgiven to imagine the 
starter’s gun for the race into 2022 
was full of blanks given the ongoing 
disruption to our lives and businesses. 
However, the great positive outlook 
for our industry is that most sectors are 
dealing with the day to day logistics, 
and borders are opening up which will 
undoubtedly improve the plight of the 
tourism industry albeit mostly domestic 
for the foreseeable future.

Not only will the freedom of travel 
incite commerce and tourism, but it 
will allow national and international 
attendance at our Rotortech 2022.  
The interest level for the conference in 
June is very high particularly with the 
international suppliers who were unable 
to attend last year.  The expectation 
is the convention will be packed with 
exhibitors and delegates.  The program 
for this year is exciting and is focused 
on industry issues, workshops, and 
great new initiatives to encourage youth 
into our industry.

We anticipate making announcements 
of key highlights for the conference 
in coming weeks which will build on 
the success of Rotortech 2021 and will 
forge ahead with new aspects, setting 
the pace for future conferences.

The burden of the new regulatory 
changes of December 2nd are upon 
us with confusion and stress as 
operators seek clarity on specific 
areas.  CASA executive has committed 
to a transition period with a level of 
tolerance as operators come to terms 

with the changes that have taken place. 
Interestingly the AHIA has had little 
feedback from industry at this stage 
about the implementation of December 
2nd and is still focused on other 
priorities still waiting to be addressed 
from previous implementation of Part 
61 and related regulations.  

AHIA board will continue to consult 
with the regulator at the senior 
executive level to clear outstanding rub 
centres to allow for the inevitable new 
list of issues raised by industry once 
they have come to terms with how they 
will be affected by the December 2nd 
regulations when comparing yesterday 
to today!

Rotortech will be a great opportunity 
for the industry and the regulator to 
discuss concerns. We will ensure that 
time is allowed in the program to 
address issues raised.

Take care, safe flying.
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2022 has begun with a mood of uncertainty 
with the highly contagious Omicron virus 
affecting all industries and communities.

Whatever the future holds helicopter 
operations remain at the coal-face, providing 
essential services to the many flood affected 
areas, transporting the sick or injured, or 
fighting the summer bushfires that are 
particularly prevalent this year in the south-
west of the continent.

Covid has deeply affected the charter and 
tourism sectors and one can only hope this is 
the last season where they experience such a 
downturn.

Domestic tourism is providing some 
support to a sector that is desperate for the 
international borders to re-open.

One shining light is that preparations for 
Rotortech 2022 are in full swing. All the 
details are on the Rotortech website and 
accommodation bookings should be made as 
early as possible given the amount of interest 
in our premier helicopter convention.

 Pilot training companies are reporting 

strong demand which augurs well for the 
industry’s future. 

More challenging is the ageing helicopter 
engineer cohort.  We need to do more to 
promote the benefits of an engineering 
career to motivated younger people.

This issue will be taken up as a major topic 
at the next Rotortech.

In the meantime, the AHIA is very 
interested to hear your ideas as to how we 
can improve our efforts on the engineer 
recruitment front.

This year we welcome Lachie Onslow to 
the AHIA Board. As you are aware, Lachie 
is a well-respected industry leader and we 
are very grateful that he has volunteered his 
considerable experience.

We farewell Peter Howe, our Treasurer, after 
many years of outstanding service in a variety 
of Board positions. Personally, I am very 
grateful for Peter’s wise counsel and brilliant 
work organising the AHIA finances.  You 
will be able to thank Peter personally at 
RotorTech 2022.

Membership growth remains a high priority 

for the AHIA.  Please encourage non-
members to speak with me or Rodd Craig so 
that we can outline the benefits of joining 
the Association. With the next federal 
election just around the corner there has 
never been a more strategic time to grow and 
strengthen the AHIA

Stay safe,

Paul Tyrrell
CEO
Australian Helicopter Industry Association
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Now only five months away, the ROTORTECH 2022 Helicopter and 
Unmanned Flight Exposition is the premier industry event for the 
Helicopter/Rotary Wing and RPAS/UAV/eVTOL communities from 
Australia, New Zealand and the Indo Pacific region, to be held 21-23 
June 2022 in Brisbane, Queensland. 

Held by AMDA Foundation, ROTORTECH 2022 will provide a vital 
interface between industry, regulators and government via an extensive 
industry exhibition and comprehensive conference program featuring 
presentations by key rotary and unmanned flight industry experts. 

ROTORTECH 2021 was an unprecedented success, attracting 1806 
total daily attendances across the three day exposition with a record 
140 exhibiting companies. 

The industry exhibition floor is filling fast with leading companies from 
Australia, New Zealand and around the world, all securing their space 
to ensure they are part of the conversation as we return to in-person 
events. Join Airbus, Boeing, Jet Aviation, Airwork and Riegl, among 
others who have already signed up for ROTORTECH 2022.  

As ROTORTECH’s major industry supporter, the AHIA is 
preparing to host its popular conference program with presentations 
from industry leaders on timely topics around safety, regulation, 
maintenance, and the future of rotary wing in Australia. 

The unmanned flight community also has an important part to play 
at ROTORTECH in 2022 with the recently renamed Australian 

ROTORTECH 2022

Association for Uncrewed Systems (AAUS) once again hosting 
its conference program at the event. A highly anticipated part of 
ROTORTECH, AAUS will play an important role in generating 
discussion on the latest topics affecting the UAV, eVTOL, RPAS and 
uncrewed systems industries of the region.  

The countdown is now on for 21-23 June 2022. Contact the Sales Team 
today to reserve exhibition space for ROTORTECH 2022. Email: 
expo@amda.com.au or visit: www.rotortech.com.au

Join the leading companies that have already signed up 
for ROTORTECH 2022

mailto:expo%40amda.com.au?subject=
http://www.rotortech.com.au
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Heliflite has announced it will donate a refurbished Robinson R22 
Helicopter to the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame & Outback 
Heritage Centre based in Longreach, Queensland.

The donation is in recognition of the iconic role the two- seater aircraft 
has played in changing the face of the mustering landscape. 

From humble beginnings of design and development from Frank 
Robinson’s own home, to its eventual certification in 1979 , the R22 has 
become the most common model of rotary-wing aircraft used for aerial 
stock mustering. Currently there are 651 R22s registered in Australia and 
almost 5000 R22s have been produced worldwide. 

The Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame CEO, Lloyd Mills, thanked 
Heliflite.

“Thank you to Heliflite for donating the Robinson R22 helicopter to the 
Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame,” he said. 

“For many years this iconic aircraft has been an essential tool for the men 
and women working the land.”

Heliflite’s Founder and Managing Director, Lyndsay Edmonds, described 
the contribution of the R22 to the Stockman’s Hall of Fame as an honour 
and privilege for the company to play a role in the support of the museum 
and the people of the outback. 

The R22 to be displayed has been refurbished by Heliflite’s WA team 
and painted in the original scheme of Heliflite’s first imported R22 from 
1980. The aircraft will be road freighted from Jandakot Airport to the 
Stockman’s Hall of Fame in early 2022. 

The Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame and Outback Heritage Centre 
is Australia’s premier outback heritage institution. Opened in 1988, 
the Hall of Fame displays the history behind some of Australia’s most 
courageous explorers, stock workers and pastoralists.

HELIFLITE DONATES R22 TO THE STOCKMAN’S HALL OF FAME 

MEMBER STORY
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Rotary-Winged aircraft operations in Australia currently encompass 
private, aerial work, aerial application and non-scheduled public 
transport.  It follows that most helicopter operators have been 
confronted with a formidable volume of new legislation coming into 
effect in December, 2021 – specifically Parts 91, 119, 133, 135, 137 
and 138 of the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998.  The associated 
Manuals of Standards for each part contain much mandatory material 
and must be consulted along with the Regulations.

At first glance, it appears not much has changed regarding the rules 
for helicopter landing sites in Australia.  CAR 92 of the Civil Aviation 
Regulations 1988 has been replaced by CASR 91.410.

CAR 92, in essence, permitted Australian aircraft to land or take off 
at either government aerodromes, licensed aerodromes, joint-user 
civil-military aerodromes or places that were safe and suitable in all 
the circumstances for such operations.  Over the years, nearly all 
government aerodromes were privatised, and the scheme of licensing 
aerodromes was replaced with a scheme for certification or registration 
under CASR Part 139.  The current situation is that non-military 
aerodromes are either certified or uncertified.

The wording of CAR 92 was amended over the years to reflect those 
changes in aerodrome licensing – but the provisions relating to off-
aerodrome operations remained essentially the same from about 1991 
onward.  The wording of CASR 91.410 does not appear to change that 
situation substantively.

CAAP 92-1 (for ALA’s) and 92-2 (for HLS’) contained detailed 
(but non-mandatory) guidance for pilots to consider in determining 
whether operations at a particular site could be conducted safely 
under CAR 92.  For helicopter landings sites, two broad criteria were 
established:  Basic HLS for irregular daytime use; and Secondary HLS 
for lighted and marked sites used on a more frequent basis.

In 2014, changes were made to CAAP 92-2(2) to bring the publication 
into closer alignment with ICAO Technical Annex 14, Volume 2 
(Heliports).  CAAP 92-4 was introduced to deal with offshore and 
marine facilities.

Advisory Circular AC 91-29v1.0 Guidelines for helicopters - suitable 
places to take off and land, was promulgated in October 2021 
and expressed to be applicable to “Flight Operations Regulations 
commencing on 2 December 2021”.

The purpose of the circular was stated as follows:  “While this AC 
primarily highlights general principles related to the selection and 
use of places for helicopters to take-off and land, it does not cover the 
application of the rotorcraft performance class rules required to be 
used by an Australian air transport operator under Part 133 or able to 
be used by a person conducting an aerial work operation under Part 
138.”

The distinction between “Basic HLS” and “Secondary HLS” has 
been retained in AC 91-29 – at least in respect of non-commercial 
operations.

It is difficult to determine from the newly designed CASA website 
whether CAAP 92-2(2) remains “in effect”.  It appears at first glance to 
have been made redundant by AC 91-29.  

CASR 139.025 sets out when a place used for take-off and landing 
by aircraft is required to have an aerodrome certificate. Specifically, 
a certificate is required when scheduled operations above a specified 
seating capacity are envisaged; or when there is a terminal instrument 
flight procedure for the aerodrome EXCEPT where the procedure is 
only for use in a specialised helicopter operation.

Parts 133 and 138 and the associated Manuals of Standards contain 
performance and flight planning requirements for commercial 
helicopter operators under those parts. The material in Part 133 has 
not been drafted specifically as HLS design criteria – however Part 
133 DOES determine whether a particular aerodrome or HLS can 
safely be used for Part 133 operations; and what are the performance 
requirements for helicopters operating at that site.  The full impact of 
those flight planning and performance standards on HLS design and 
operation will require very detailed consideration.

Daniel E Tyler LLM

Dan Tyler is an Australian and FAA ATPH with several transport-
category type-ratings.  He is currently Special Counsel with CIF 
Lawyers (incorporating Aviation Lawyers Australia) on the Gold 
Coast, a part-time lecturer in Aviation Law at the University of 
Southern Queensland, and the proprietor of Heli-Consultants Pty 
Limited – specialising in heliport design and development.  The 
opinions expressed above are his own.

NEW RULES – OR MORE OF THE SAME FOR HELICOPTER LANDING SITES?
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PRIVACY STATEMENT

The Australian Helicopter Industry Association is 
committed to its obligations under the Australian 
Privacy Principles.

For more information: https://www.austhia.com/
privacy

AHIA CONTACT INFORMATION

Australian Helicopter Industry Association

PO Box 58 Lyndoch South Australia 5351
Telephone: +61 (0) 438 114 372
Email: ceo@austhia.com
Web: www.austhia.com

https://www.austhia.com/privacy
https://www.austhia.com/privacy
mailto:ceo%40austhia.com?subject=
http://www.austhia.com

